
 OPEN ACCESS

 http://dx.doi.org/10.15448/1980-6108.2020.1.36998

SCIENTIA MEDICA
Scientia Medica Porto Alegre, v. 30, p. 1-2, jan.-dez. 2020
e-ISSN: 1980-6108 | ISSN-L: 1806-5562

Artigo está licenciado sob forma de uma licença 

Creative Commons Atribuição 4.0 Internacional.

1  Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio Grande do Sul (PUCRS), Porto Alegre, RS, Brasil.

Manoel Antonio da Silva 
Ribeiro1

Scientia Medica Editor
orcid.org/0000-0003-4883-6512 
manoel.ribeiro@pucrs.br

Received on: Feb. 2nd, 2020 
Accepted on: Feb. 3rd, 2020 
Published on: Dec. 21st, 2020.

Since its launch in 1998, Scientia Medica has presented constant 

developments in its editorial process. Several years ago, Scientia Medica 

has subdivided its annual publication into four quarterly issues (March, 

June, September and December each year), but with publication by 

article, once all requirements for peer review, formatting and publishing 

meet. The year 2020 will mark a new stage in its history: a new graphic 

project of the journal, appropriate to the visual identity of the Pontifical 

Catholic University of Rio Grande do Sul, and the migration of the current 

periodicity of publishing to the publication in continuous flow with number 

in the year. These strategies are being adopted in the editorial process 

of all university journals, aiming at increasing qualification.

The continuous publication process (or rolling pass or rolling publishing) 

is recommended by the Scientific Editors Brazilian Association [1] and 

SciELO [2], and has been used by the Scientia Medica since 2015. It is 

an online publishing method that facilitates editorial and publishing 

processes and gives greater visibility to published articles. According 

to the guidelines for SciELO publications [2, 3], this modality promotes 

speed in the process of communication and availability of research, with 

numerous advantages for users of scientific information: researchers, 

students, readers, publishers and funding agencies. In addition, it offers 

several operational advantages such as: 1) facilitate the indexation of 

articles in bibliographic databases where the journal is indexed, with 

emphasis on Google Scholar, PubMED, SciELO, Scopus and Web of 

Science; 2) stop accumulating the already approved articles waiting 

for the composition and diagramming of the next number and 3) keep 

feeding by sections both in the structure [4]. 

The use of a single annual number will allow Scientia Medica to have 

greater agility in its publications and avoid possible delays that could 

occur in its publishing by issues. Therefore, in December 2019, Scientia 

Medica closed the current publication cycle with volume and number, 

with volume 29, number 4. From 2020, the journal’s publications will be 

identified by volume followed by number 1: 30(1) in 2020, 31(1) in 2021, 

32(1) in 2022, and so on.
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The biggest challenges for the editorial team 

will be adaptation to this dynamic model, the 

complete management of the publication process 

due to a probable increase in submissions, without 

losing their quality and care to avoid excessive 

endogeny. I hope these little modifications, as 

desired by my predecessor, Prof. Dr. Eleonor Lago 

[4], “maintain the constant growth of this important 

communication vehicle, example of quality, ethics 

and integrity in scientific publication”.
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